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5 December 2013 

 
Dear Maureen, 
 
Implications of Procurement Reform for Public Services and Community 
Regeneration  
 
I am writing to you in connection with your Stage 1 scrutiny of the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Bill. As you know the Local Government and Regeneration Committee (“LGR 
Committee”) has been considering the implications of the Bill and procurement reform, for 
public services and community regeneration in Scotland. Please find attached a 
Committee Memorandum setting out our conclusions and recommendations on this 
subject.  
 
The LGR Committee’s aim throughout its consideration of this issue has been to add value 
to the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee’s (“ICI Committee”) scrutiny of the 
Bill.  This work has been supported by other inquiries the LGR Committee has been 
conducting this year, such as our Public Services Reform inquiry; our Delivery of 
Regeneration in Scotland inquiry, as well as consideration of issues for the forthcoming 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill. 
 
In carrying out this scrutiny we were, however, fully aware of the ICI Committee’s Stage 1 
timescale, as the lead committee for the Bill, and the need for our work to meet the 
deadline for your consideration. Our scrutiny has comprised two oral evidence sessions 
from selected witnesses, and focussed on identifying potential procurement barriers for 
communities.   
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The LGR Committee welcomes the introduction of the Bill and seeks to highlight to the ICI 
Committee, via our Memorandum, a number of areas in which the Bill could specifically 
impact upon communities and sustainable regeneration across Scotland.   
 
The Memorandum covers those key issues we examined as part of the LGR Committee’s 
agreed approach to its scrutiny. However, other important issues in relation to the Bill were 
raised by witnesses during our scrutiny. These may be of interest to the ICI Committee. I 
refer you to the Official Report of our oral evidence sessions on 6 and 13 November, as 
well as the written evidence received by the LGR Committee. Links to this material are 
included in the Memorandum.  
 
I hope the Memorandum adds value to the ICI Committee’s scrutiny of the Bill; it has most 
certainly been a useful exercise for the LRG Committee, adding very helpful information to 
our current inquiry into the Delivery of Regeneration in Scotland. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Kevin Stewart MSP 
Convener  
Local Government and Regeneration Committee 
 
 


